
LocatedinMorton,Miss.,MilesFarm
isapicturesqueparcelofprivatepropertyconsistingof1,000acresof
mixedsoftwoodsandhardwoodsownedbytheShepherdfamily.The
firstsignificantpineplantingonthepropertyoccurredin1979,when
JamesShepherdplantedabout800seedlingsperacreon120acres.

Severalyearsago—withhistimberproductionplansinplaceand
allhischildrengrown—Shepherdwasinspiredwithanothergoal
fortheproperty:tocreatea1,000-acrehuntingandwildlifepreserve
thathiskids,grandkidsandtheirgrandkidscouldenjoy.InShepherd’s
vision,thepropertywouldprovidetheultimatemixtureofbusinessand
pleasureanddeliverongoingfinancialreturnsandrecreationalbenefits
formanyyearstocome.

“OurgoalforMilesFarmistoleavebehindahealthierandmore
productiveenvironmentthatwecanpassontofuturegenerations,”
Shepherdsaid.“Wehavefivechildrenandweraisedthemalltohunt
andtheirchildrenaredoingthesamething.Wewantthemtohavea

placeoftheirownwheretheycanhunt,relaxandenjoythewildlifein
asafe,comfortablesurrounding.”

Seekingtomaximizehiswildlifebenefits,Shepherdmetwithsome
localforesterstodiscusswaystoenhancehismanagementapproach.
TheconsultantsinformedShepherdabouttheimportantroleof
SmartHerbicides™aspartofacomprehensivemanagementplan.
ManufacturedbyBASF,SmartHerbicidesprovideintelligentvegetation
controlbyaffectingenzymesfoundonlyinplants—notbirds,mammals,
fish,insectsorhumans.

Tohelpsupporthisforestlandmanagementefforts,Shepherdchose
Arsenal®herbicideApplicatorsConcentrate(ArsenalAC).ArsenalAC
effectivelyfreespinesfromcompetinghardwoodsandhelpsmaximize
timberproduction,aswellasthecarryingpotentialofwildlifehabitat,
byremovinginvasivevegetationtoallownativeplantcommunitiesto
return.Withbetternutritionavailable,gamequalityimprovesand
thenumberofdesirablespecies,likewhitetaildeer,quailandwild
turkey,increases.
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RestoringWildlifeHabitat
InNovember2003,Shepherdsprayedapproximately40acresof
25-year-oldpineswithArsenal®herbicideApplicatorsConcentrate
(ArsenalAC)aspartofamid-rotationreleasetreatment.Inthespring,
hefollowedthetreatmentwithaprescribedfiretoremovethethick
litterlayer.Thisallowedsunlighttoreachtheforestfloor,which
encouragedthegrowthofdesirableherbaceousvegetation,suchas
forbsandlegumes.

“Inlessthanayear’stime,wildlife-preferredfoodsourcescameback
strong,”Shepherdsaid.“We’reseeingalotmoredeerandturkeyin
thepinestandswetreated.Obviously,thegreaterfoodsourcediversity
isabigattraction.”

Herbicidetreatmentsalsohelpimprovethehuntingexperienceby
providinglong,cleansightlinesandenhancedvisibilitythrough
theforest.

“That’soneofthefirstthingswenoticedinthepinestandsthathave
beentreated,”Shepherdsaid.“Theforestisnolongercloggedwith
invasivehardwoodbrushthatimpairsvisibility.Thisincreasesour
wildlifeviewingopportunitiesandimprovesaccessandsafety.”

BoostingTimberReturns
ShepherdalsodiscoveredthatusingArsenalACisnotonlygoodfor
wildlifehabitat,butalsogoodfortimberproduction.Byeliminating
competinghardwoods,morenutrientsandmoistureareavailableto
thepinetrees,increasingtheirgrowthandmaximizingrevenues
forlandowners.

“WedoalotofsprayingandIcantellyouthatit’ssomeofthebest
moneyyoucaneverspend,”Shepherdsaid.“We’reonarotational


programwherewecutacertainamountoftimbereachyear.Itoldmy
kidsthatiftheyfollowpropermanagementpracticesandcontinueto
dowhatwe’redoing,they’dbeabletoreapevenbetterreturns20to
30yearsfromnow.”

Inadditiontomaximizingtimberproduction,Shepherd’sproactive
managementapproachisenablinghimtocreateauniqueandlasting
wildlifeparadisethatcanbepassedontofuturegenerations.By
removinghardwoodbrush,heisactuallyrestoringthelandtoits
naturalcondition.Clearly,properforestlandmanagementproduces
morebenefitsthansimplygreaterprofits.ForJamesShepherd,it
allowshimtocreatealastinglegacy.

FormoreinformationonhowArsenalACcanhelpimproveyour
forestland,call1-800-545-9525,orvisitwww.vmanswers.com.


